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PREFACE 


THE  FOLLOWING  PAG YS  represent  an  attempt  to  assemble  in  chronological 
order  and  by  geographical  location  information  and  data  recorded  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Archi  von,  the  County  Histories,  Census  Enumerations , 

Tax  Lists,  Church  Records,  Wills,  ana  Court  Records,  pertaining  to  the 
early  Wetzel,  families  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  part icularly  those  who 
lived  in  tho  Counties  of  Ducks,  Dorks,  Philadelphia  and  Northampton, 
botwoen  tho  years  17 !>l\  and  17C/C. 

TIIX3  DATA  ADD  U  IF  OR!.  1  AT  10x1  were  assembled  as  a  result  of  e  search  for 
the  ancestors  of  Henry  Wetzel,  our  ancestor,  who,  according  to  a  deed 
recorded  at  Sunbury,  Pa,,  came  from  Uucungie  Township  with  (brother) 

Peter  ’Wetzel  and  purchased  60  acres  of  lund  in  Ponn  Township,  North¬ 
umberland  County,  in  179*1'* 

IT  WAS  NECESSART  to  search  thru  tho  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Church 
records,  County  Histories,  Abstracts  of  Wills  on  file  at  Easton,  etc., 
before  it  bocama  possible  to  arrange  the  members  of  the  early  Wetzel 
f  uni  lion  jn  iarr.il  y  groups  and  generations,  unit  so  determi.no  tho  paxont- 
ag 3  of  the  said  Henry  Wetzel,  of  iiacungie  Township,  Hereford  Township, 
and  Perns  Township,  Nnr thumb rrl  and  County. 

ONE  RESULT  OF  THIS  SEARCH  was  to  establish  proof  of  the  descent  of 
Henry  W'otzo.l  of  I.lacungie,  from  (Jolm)  Jacob  Wctzo.l,  of  Hereford  Town¬ 
ship,  Berks  County*  Another  result  war.  to  disprove  the  oarlier  a331ur.pt- 
ion  that  this  (Jolm)  Jucob  Wetzel  of  Hereford  v.xuj  a  son  of  Conrad  ’Wei  *  T, 
of  Jiocungiu  Township.  A  third  result  y/us  to  prove  tho  service  of  (JOjN) 
JACOB  WHTSVJL,  of  Hereford  Township,  in  tho  Revolutionary  War,  and  thuj 
establish  tho  right  of  his  desuendant.s  to  membership  in  the  Patriotic 
Sociotieo. 

A3  STATED  ABOVE,  the  pages  following  make  no  attempt  to  include  facts 
or  information  of  tho  later  generations  to  tho  presont  timo;  they  me: ' \y 
attempt  to  unravel  the  maze  us  far  an  tho  early  members  of  tho  Wetzel 
Clan  are  concerned.  It  is  presumed  that  anyone  interested  will  bo  al  .o 
to  pick  up  the  thread  in  Iris  particular  lino  end  carry  it  on  djmi  to  his 
or  her  own  time  and  generation.  In  thu  cu so  of  our  own  lino,  wo  have 
included  Ih-ncy  of  E.ucungJ  o  and  Perms  Township,  and  from  his  timo  to  our 
own  wo  lmvo  i\  complete  history  which  has  boon  sot  up  in  soparato  volumon. 

11JRU0UT  the  following  pnpoo  reference  has  boon  made  to  tho  particular  SbrlCv 
‘Volume,  and  page  of  tho  Pommy]. vania  Archives  in  tho  following  mnnriCi  . 
HjjVUJp'lo,  v.liich  rofers  to  page  43  of  Volume  19  of  Sorias  j>.  Other  refer¬ 
ences  lmvo  been  inserted  v.Mioro  necessary. 

DilTtPU  IN  j A-\  1 0 W. T) *i bil’f *.  1  J‘  1  arc  assumed,  and  not  based  on  rocords;  doflnlto  ...ateo 
urc  shown  without  part  ul.bost  ... 


. 


INTRODUCTION 


TIffiRE  V/JSRF,  WETZELS  In  Eastern  Pennsylvania  as  oarly  as  1720  while  this 
territory  was  still  a  part  of  Bucks  County,  and  boforo  townships  had  been 
organizod. 

THE  PUBLIC  NEC  ODDS  contain  the  names  of  CONRAD  VffiH,  of  I.lacungie  Town¬ 
ship,  JACOB  \aCTZEL,  of  Uppor  Milford  Township, John)  JACOB  WETZEL,  of 
Jlorford  Township,  and  a  dozen  other  Wotzolo  v/ho  immigrated  to  America 
between  the  years  17 and  177p,  among  tlio  latter  being  HANS  MARTIN  »f2TZEL, 
and  hi 0  wife  and  family,  who  nettled  in  Frederick  County,  Maryland,  shortly 
aft or  their  arrival  in  1731.  LEV/ IS  WETZEL,  the  Indian  Scout,  was  a  grand- 
bou  of  this  I  LANS  1.1/J1TXN  WETZEL,  the  immigrant. 

APPARENTLY  the  first  two  of  these  early  Wotzel  immigrants  wero  brothers, 
and  poasibly  tho  third,  also,  03  tho  similarity  in  names  of  their  children 
and  descendants  and  tho  close  proximity  of  the  locations  in  which  they 
eettlod  seems  to  indicate  that  some  closo  relationship  existed  between  thorn 

NO  TOWNSHIPS  had  been  cot  up  at  the  timo  they  settled  in  Eastern  Pennsylvan 
and  when  townships  wore  later  organized,  Conrad' a  land  was  situated  within 
tho  boundaries  of  Macungie  Township,  near  tho  Uoraviun  Towns  of  Emaus ,  whil 
Jacob's  farm  was  located  In  the  lloaonsack  Valley  in  Upper  Milford  Township. 
MJohn)  Jacob's  two  farms  v/oro  located  in  Hcroford  Township,  Berks  County, 
noor  the  present  Lohigh-Dorkc  County  Lino.  All  those  fui'ins  or  tracts  of 
land  \7oro  within  six  milos  of  each  other,  although  in  different  townships 
and  counties  as  o.jb  present  constituted. 


John  Jacob  Wotzel  was  tho  .immigrant-  ancestor  of 
Wiles  T.  Wotzel. 


. 


. 
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INTRODUCTION 
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(Continued) 


CONRAD  WETZEL 

Conrad  Wotzol  was  the  first  ono  of  the  V/otzol  Clun  of  whom  xiq  have  record 
prior  to  l/JIO,  although  ho  evidently  arrived  in  Amor  leu  before  the  Lists 
of  Ship’s  passengers  v/ore  kept,  as  hie  neuio  appears  on  no  list  of  names 
Qs  yet  discovered,  He  vuo  a  Moravian,  and  nettled  near  the  Moravian 
town  of  .JKraiius,  near  Allentown,  Pennu.  -On  Eobrjiary  25,  1734  he  was  granted 
two  Warrant, a  for  Survoy  of  100  acroa  and  lHjj  acroo  53  porches  renpoctively , 
and  on  Septeiubor  11,  173^  an  additional  Warrant  for  Survoy  was  issued  him 
for  150  acres,  in  Backs  County.  Conrad  lived  and  died  in  Maeungie  To?m- 
ehip  and  is  buried  in  the  Old  Moravian  Cemetery  in  Emeus,  Penna. 


JACOB  WETZEL 

Jacob  Wetzel ,  the  first  on  record  on  the  ship* a  lists,  arrived  in  172$ 
and  on  July  1,  173d  was  granted  a  Warrant  for  Survey  of  150  acres  situated 
in  the  Hosunsaclc  Valley  of  the  present  Lower  (then  Upper)  Milford  Township, 
Hero  he  lived  and  died,  and  his  Will  io  on  record  as  #615  at  Eaaton,  Pa. 


( JOHN )  JAG  OB  WET  ZEL 

K John)  Jacob  Wetzel  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  1737,  and  nettled  in  what 
ton  years  later  bocurno  Hereford  Township,  Berks  County.  On  September  13, 

1713  and.  again  on  November  10,  1743  bo  was  gran  tod  separate  Warranto  for’surv. 
survey  of  100  acres  in  Backs  County  and  for  25  acroo  in  Philadelphia  County 
respectively.  When  thoso  surveys  were  finally  mado,  the  two  tracts  of 
land  wore  located  in  the  northonat  corner  of  tho  prosent  v/Oownahlp  of 
Hereford,  adjacent  to  tho  BerJco-Lohigh  County  lino.  Here  Jacob,  as  he 
y/us  then  known,  lived,  raised  his  family,  and  hero  he  died  in  17^5,  Hj  0 
^ °n  le-01(^ut  heading,  Pa.,  in  Will  Bool:  rtA,) .  His  signature  on  the 
'n'ls  written  "John  Jacob  Uetzol* ,  but  03  aignod  to  liia  Hill,  vms 
Olnply  Jueob  netr.01".  A  comparison  of  thooo  tvio  signatures  eotabllshon 
tho  truth  of  on  oarlior  assumption  that  thoso  two  persons  woro  ono  mid  tho 
name  U lid  that  Jueob  of  Iloroford  was  In  reality  tho  John  Jueob  who  arrived 

lh  If  3(  • 

• 

Boro  in  Hereford  Township,  Dorics  County,  Jacob’s  oon*Honry,  our  ancestor 
as  born,  and  lrom  hare  Jio  migrated  with  his  brothers  Philip  and  Poter 
,'Cr;;nfal  J-’onneylvunia  to  settle  in  Penns  Township,  Northumberland  County, 
whore  these  three  pioneers  raised  tho.tr  families  and  did  their  bit  toward 

"  ‘  ‘  ~lP'G  a  countl*y  v,lll°b  was  then  populutod  only  by  Indians  and  wild 
life* 


^Indicates  ancestors  of  Miles  T.  Vi'otzol, 


' 


4 


^7777 


historical  nn'RODUCTiot! 


the  Indians 

«  »« rzzz  z  vsu^SSiS^9^ 

of  the  “lands  i  Gl!2  and  confine  phila- 

*aa  vando  July  *  tl03  of  Backs,  Che^\’0f  Bucks,  bov(“ 

T1,p  \h0  throo  original  co  i  ^  original  thQ  Indians, 

££  THAT  TU'^  th  only  a  portion  pirot  treaty  with  lYing  Vleot 

Z»VZ.ZSi .» !»»;"“ X„‘=.«  -  ’ 

ever,  falliOo  fho  countios  ^nrChusG. 

the  TtlVboAa  tho  0t  ..  t  included  "ithln  the 

„  of  tha  county  of  nuclto  A°che£,c01.  vicre  ,m-ctos  a  5.6*3, 

TBE  BALANCE  of  Philadelphia  a  Xndiau3  m  -rAnnl 

lands  vi  1th in  tho  “  involTonD  TO.mSHIP. 

the  W  W  nt  U  lohlti1 ‘County ,  ^  „hich  tho 

,  VPffi1  iiilvord  to..u..iu^<  ,n  tl)0  --  d  di0d. 

irr^#  wtuod 

VleVwlo  mentioned  -  „UIP  ♦  * 


*  V  MACUF.GIE  'lus^n-  ^  ^  tM  tovritory 

This  tonnehiPjee  oreunl^d.^  1.  ;',12  ^  t to^ t ho"  pr e  sent  ^ 
wsstiU  moludod  in  ““*';* ^pt on  Cou,*y  “actm(ii°  ’“n  Lehigh 

Sf! U' 

into  Hppc  ,,r>pfiont  • 

County  as  at  p 


,  -tt  vnuD  TlAlHSUlP 

+  +  -  ’  v/hich  included  tho  present  Louer^ 

upper  ni-otd  ■f-ehiP.  -Ui20d  i  vr^ilo^ 

until  ufter  1(  '  »  ^uhsoquontl/  nhirU  County  in 

»llfWV^VrucUs  County,  ^,2  \^  then  again  to  Lohtgl 
tovy  v;un  .  mMton  County  in  i*' 

County  to  1U?Y  i-Ci.vtin«  to  this  day. 
ll>12  v/here  it  i 

_  ..  »  f  v o  T" 


+  +  UVIUilL'OBO  '  in  37-32  and 

v  »  vias  cot tlod  i  1 

taotI' s  County,  VJUJ  .  <.ov,,  included 
novofovd  loviiuiUJp.  »'  •  after  tho  tcr.it  /  uddo).pUlu 

rissvsa  « - 

”»s  jurs'-s.. » - 

duy  • 


Dr.  Chorion  A.  Fin her 
HISTORIAN  ADD  (!  KITE  A  LOG  I  ST 
SoJLinsgrovo ,  Pa. 

1/25/41 


Dear  Mr.  Wetzel 

Herewith  in  a  report  which  I  have  especially 
prepared  for  you.  I  hope  you  will  find  it  int¬ 
ersting  and  helpful. 

II  I  can  be  of  further  assistance,  command  me. 


My  wife  is  «  descendant  of  Jacob  Wetzel 
Ilonry  Wetzel,  Sr. ,  and  brother  of  Henry, 


son  of 
Jr. 


Philip  Wetzel,  brother  of  the  elder  Henry  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  Henry  Sr.,  may  have 
been,  although  I  have  not  found  bis  lecord. 


Sincerely  yours, 

( (signed)  Charles  A.  Fisher. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  found  a  military 
rocord  lor  Henry  Wetzel.  His  brothers- Jacob,  John 
and  Conrad,  seemingly  served  in  the  Revolution,  as 
well  as  hi s  fathor.  My  report  contradicts  itself 
at  u»o  voi  a  ].  nl  uco  s ,  duo  to  the  fact  that  I  uncovered 
some  pertinent  data  after  I  had  started  it,  but  the 
later  statements  are  tho  correct  ones. 


Cost  of  Report  £5*00. 


Dr.  Charles  A.  Fisher 
HISTORIAN  AMD  GENEALOGIST 
Solinsgrovo,  Pa. 


i 


WETZEL  FAMILY  REPORT 


1/25/41. 


Especially  prepared  for ‘Milos  T.  Wetzel,  915  South  7th  Street,  Goshen,  li 

by 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Fishor 

F.I.A.G. 


( 1 )  EUROPEAN  HOME  OF  THE  WETZELS;. 

The  *  Wetzel n  arc  of  Germanic  origin,  and  lived  on  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Rhine  River,  either  in  the  German  Palatinate,  or  just  across 
the  SWiss  borders. 


(2)  THEJliU.ij0LL 

The  name  has  been  found  in  various  spallings,  such  as  Wuetzel,  Y/eut- 
sol,  Y/itzol,  etc.  The  most  common  use  of  the  name  in  America  today 
is  Wetzel  and  Y.'otsel. 


(  5 )  I 1/i.q  GRANTS  OF  THE  HAMS : 

The  earliest  records  v/e  have  of  a  Wetzel  coming  to  America  is  in 
1751,  whon  .John  Martin  Wetzel  and  his  ‘family  of  five  arrived.  In 
puoeeodjng  years  at  loast  sixteen  other  heads  of  families  named 
Y/etsol  arrived  in  America,  mostly  at  the  port  oi  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


•(4)  JOHN  JACOB  WETZEL: 

yiqs  commonly  called  n Jacob  Wetzel11  •  Between  1757  and  1752  three  men 
of  this  name  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  The  first  on  October^.  ,_Oi._17j57_; 
the  noxt  on  October  9,  1747,  and  the  third  on  November  2,  1752.  It 
la  tho  compilers  belief  that  the  latter  vrns  your  ancestor,  and  that 
he  lived  in  Iloroford  Township,  Dorks  County,  Ponna. 


(  5 )  JACOB  NET ZEI.  OF  HEREFORD  T OWNS! IIP,_  PE  RKS_  C 

Y/as  born  in  Switzerland  or  in  (Jormany  about  1720,  and  arriyed  at  tho 

port  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

and  settled  in  iloroford  Township,  Berks  County,  Pa.  Hartford  Townnhi 
lios  at  the  juncture  of  what  is  today  Berks,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  and 
Lehigh  Counties.  .Jacob  was  a  farmer  and  roasonablp  woll  to  do  for  hi 
day  and  time.  Jin  loft  a  will  written  in  German  which  is  on  record  o. 
page  102 ,  Will  Book  A,  Reading,  berks  County,  Pernrn.  This  Will  was 
registered  November  9,  1705.  Tho  Will  was  made  on  May  0,  1705.  It 
mentions  his  wife  Maria  (Mary)  and  those  children:  Jacob;  John; 
Goorgo;  Philip;  Catharine;  pot  or;  llenry;  Conrad;  and  Marlaliss  ( Ms  r.; 
Elizabeth).  George  and  his  mother  wore  designated  as  oxocutors  ol  hi 
Y/ill.  The  probable  dates  of  the  births  oi'  his  children  wore:  Jacob,., 
1745;  John,  1747;  George,  1749;  Philip,  5/19/1751-9/4/1026 i  Gatharln 
3.755;  Potor,  1755;  Henry,  1750;  Conrad,  1700;  Mary  Elizabeth,  1765. 


Philip  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  served  as  a  Sergeant  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Artillery  Regiment.  Ho  came  to  what  is  now  Snyder  County, 
Penna.,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  Massinger  Cemetery,  two  miles  west 
of  Middloburg.  Pa.  His  brothers  Peter  and  Henry  also  located  in  some 
adjacent  vicinity,  according  to  the  following  record:  At  Sunbury, 
Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  I  find  this  statement  in  Deed  Book  G, 
pago  205:  A  deed  for  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Ponti  Twp. ,  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  was  granted  to  Potor  Wotzol  of  Hereford  Twp.,  Berks  Co., 
Pa.,  and  to  Henry  Wet/, el  of  ifagongen  (probably  Macungle )  Twp.,  North¬ 
ampton  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Hov.  4,  1794  by  George  Bub  and  his  wife  Margaret 
for  100  pounds.  Practically  all  of  the  present  Snyder  County  was  at 
one  time  Penn  Twp.,  of  Northumberland  County.  Pol.er  Wetzel  died  in 
Union  Twp.,  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  in  1026.  Union  County  was  until  1813  a 
part  of  Northumberland  County.  Peter  loft  a  son  Joseph  of  Union 
Twp.,  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  sons  Henry  and  George  of  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio.,  and 
a  daughter  Anna  Mary  (Mrs.  Peter  Dowalt)  of  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio.  Known 
children  of  Philip  wore:  Daniel,  Philip,  and  Jonathan  of  Snyder  Co., 
Pa.,  and  Solomon  of  Payette,  Senocu  Co.,  New  York. 


(6) 


HENRY  WETZEL ,  SR . : 

son  of  Jacob,  Sr.  of  Hereford  Twp.,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  was  born  about 
175Q  or  1760,  probably  in  Hereford  Twp.,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.  Ills  parents 
wore  Jacob  and  Maria  (Mary).  In  1794,  he  seems  to  have  been  a  resident 
of  Uagongen  (probably  Hacungio)  Twp.,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa*  Soon 
thereafter  he  became  a  resident  of  what  is  now  either  Snyder  County 


*■*  «%  T  T  ,-s  4  .-.v* 

wl  OiiXOii  bJuu  w;  | 


T*).s 

-i  41  • 


The  public  records  contain  very  little  about 


Henry,  except  the  following  jtoni3: 

On  Sept.  17,  1859,  Henry  Wetzel,  Sr.  of  Union  Twp.,  Union  Co.,  Pa. 

(this  township  lays  in  tho  southeast  corner  of  Union  County,  and  touche. 
Jackson  Twp.,  and  Monroe  Tv/p.,  of  Snyder  County  on  the  south)  sold  to 
his  son,  Jacob,  150  acres  of  lurid  in  Union  Twp.,  for  yl500.  This  land 
adjoined  that  of  Baltzer  Snyder  and  Joseph  Wetzel  (son  of  Peter,  and 
first  cousin  of  Jacob,  son  of  Henry,  Sr).  Evidently  the  wife  of  Honry, 
Sr.  had  died  ore  this  because  no  one  joined  him  in  making  the  above  deed 
I  havo  searched  everywhere  for  the  name  of  tho  wife  of  Henry,  Sr.  but 


never  have  been  able  to  locate  it. 

On  March  12,  1052,  lottors  of  administration  in  the  estate  of  Honry 
V/etzol ,  Sr.,  late  of  Union  Twp.,  Union  Co.,  were  granted  to  Henry 
Wetzel,  Jr.  Tho  sureties  were:  Jacob  Wetzel  and  Jacob  Spangler. 

I  believe  that  Honry  Wetzel,  Sr.  is  buried  in  tho  cemetery  at  Now  Berlin 
Union  County,  Pn . ,  in  an  unmarked  grave,  or  on  his  farm. 

NOTE:  I  have  just  boon  able  to  definitely  establish  that  Henry  Wot/.ol,  2 
is  buried  at  Mew  Berlin,  Pa.  Ho  was  born  May  29,  1702,  and  died  Octobei 
2,  1050. 


(7 )  JAC0B_WE'l';tET,,_  son  of  HKHIIY,  _S1\: 

was  the  great- grand fa thor  of  my  wife.  Ho  was  born  on  Pob,  15,  1795,  and 
•  died  December  14,  1081.  Jlls  wife  war;  Hannah  Bllgor,  born  Jan.  2,  1800, 
died  Sopt.5,  1067.  Both  are  bur.od  at  How  Berlin,  Pa.  The  only  child  ot 
theirs  on  which  3  have  data  i  s  .‘.ary  A.  (  2/22/J  050- 10/25/109  0 )  ,  married 
to  Daniel  Sassnmnn  (3/12/1026-  1904). 


■ 


V. 


Since  you  have  data  on  Henrv  Jr  T  n m  nnf 

s*.  ««  "*  »*««•*.  «uV,"Sss  t  « “.M"- 

qolri  if  1|;uatodo  1  built  twx)  summer  cottagos  on  this  land  and  later 
sold  it  to  two  »■«„  or  Shamokln,  Pa.  If  you  come  to  Sollnspriv  P 

next  summer,  and  advise  me  several  days  ahead  I  would  bo  ’ 

along  with  you  to  the  Snyder  and  Union  County  places.  g° 

tethri!v«S1?,n,t!Ienry,°  SiGt°r  niarrlea  elther  Daniel  or  Jacob  Wagner 
Doth  lived  in  the  aame  vicinity  as  the  Wotzol  ^  ' 


n 

*-»  • 


(°)  Jacob  erdly: 

ysth!°rn  00  ^ne  2Bl  1764li'  nnd  died  0n  f':arch  lc.  1031.  His  wife 
Reth  f V  ™8  b0rn  0n  Kay  25.  1775,  and  died  on  July  £7  1847. 

Coup ty rkpa '  T"  UX°l  rm  t0  Whot  18  «*  "bm;*Cr"o,c  Snjd'r 

1  ”  2iy??  ««»n  Co!, 

Wnh  "t  .  P,  ,"cntlc"5  IUn  fo  Esther,  and  those  children:  Henry 
Jacob,  John,  Catharine  (Mrs  Philip  Kuntz);  Elizabeth  (Mrs  Henrv 

If  ter  /  a  N  'rf!  Samuel ;  and  Hannah.  Some  veers 

after  the  death  of  Jacob,  a  Lutheran  Church  kno.n  as  Erdly '  s' Church 

was  organized  and  built  near  where  ho  lived.  Some  of  his  children  ’  ' 
Erdl  “rnbOir0  bhls  congregation  which  still  exists.  The  name  of 
j  y  is  also  f,pn]-l,?c1  BrdJ.ey ,  Krdlo,  Art.lv.  Art, lev  lOrtla  Vrtlav  Etn 
Jacob  seems  to  Mvo  been  n  son  of  Henry  IOrtley  who  secured  a  warrant 

17R?  ^  "A  U°  “°r0S  °f  lmid  in  Eorks  County,  Ponna.,  on  Nov.  0 

175??,  and  who  wan  a  resident  of  either  Richland  or  Richmond  Twn  ’  „om« 

112%  is™  “V7®- 1  “1"  on  mo  root  t,„„  c„„n;  T„Zi  27 

?7o,X77\2Zr7J:"r-  *  **■  ««**»  1"  «•»  \%T2P 

irom  17/9,  but  he  probably  wan  o  Mother  of  Jacob.  I  could  find  no 

3  torse’s  f°i*  t"°  ErUeys*  H'nry  1,1  1700  «ad  100  acres  of  land 

^  [torses  .  4  COWS.  4  Rhflan  n  rrrtAr)  1  -  n  > 


sheep,  a  goodly  amount  of  property  in  those  days! 


( 9  )  I^BT^KL5_TN  THE  RE 70JA1TT0 M : 

Jacob  Wotzol,  Ur.,  in  1705,  was  a  Privato,  0th  Class  Cunt  John  'mu 
Company  recruited  in  Heauford  Township)  of  the  UerkL  Cointy  MUitif 

m‘oSa0Siota,.1«th  a^08-  Vol‘a*  ™  im,  107,  and  voi  5  ;;.f 

ConiDanv  It  ??"  A''’  ** teo1  *  wt3  «  ^ivate  in  Jacob  Swelorto  ** 

Dec  '  k‘  ’ian/1  v,  1  ° n  ’  c°unty  I..131t.l«  and  from  Oct.  5  1704  to 

Dec.  5,  1704  he  served  at  V.'yomlng,  Pa.  Tho  next  year  Henry  i  „  „ 

single  man  in  Huoungie  Twp.  ,  Northampton  Count y and  served  1 

Militia  ,;affer;B,0,°,nP,,,,y>  Krd  02  t  lie  Nor  th  amp  ton  County 

a,  Sge'04?)  by  Colonel  Trexler.  (Pa.  Archives,  6th  Series,  Vol. 


Henry  Jr.  vas  unmarried  in  170  )  an, I  continued  to  reel  do  in  MncunMe 

m  Pr°bU,,ly  "" **  "is  ^  before 


■ 


PATH  IT 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Internal  Affairs 
Harrisburg,  Penna. 

(Recorded  in  Patent  Book  H,  Volume  4,  Page  699) 


John  Cochran,  3ec'y.  Ld.  Office. 


To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come.  GREET  IT  IG : 

Know  ye,  that  in  consideration  of  the  monies  paid  by  JACOB 
YfETZEL  for  the  Warrants  hereinafter  mentioned  and' of  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents 
in  full  since  paid  by  Henry  Eoirabach  into  the  treasury  office 
of  this  Commonwealth  there  is  granted  by  the  said  Common- 
wealth,  unto  the  said  HENRY  HEIMBACH  a  certain  tract  of  Land 
with  the  Appurtenances  situate  in  HEREFORD  TOWNSHIP,  BERKS 
COUNTY: 


SEAL 

OF 

LAND  OFFICE 
OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 


Beginning  at  a  Post,  thence  by  lands  of  Michael 
Stocker  North  West  one  hundred  four  perches  and 
a  quarter  to  a  stone,  thence  by  other  land  South 
3ixtyf ive  degrees  West,  one  perch  and  a  half  to 
a  stone,  thence  by  the  same  land  of  Balzar  &  Adam 
Smith  and  land  of  Frederick  Romich  North  57  d3gr9ea' 
West,  one  hundred  thirty-three  porches  and  a  quarter 
to  a  stone,  thence  by  land  of  Bald  Frederick  RocnAch 
South  sixtyfive  We3t  fifty  six  perches  and  a  half 
to  a  Black  Oak,  thence  by  land  of  Michael  Speigel 
South  twenty  five  degrees  East  one  hundred  thirteen 
perches  to  a  Black  Ouk,  South  sixty  five  degrees 
*  West,  twenty  six  perches  to  a  stone,  thence  by  lajid 

Eronirau3  Greber  and  land  of  Christian  Gohman  South 
twenty  five  degrees  East  ninety  eight  perches  to 
a  corner  and  thence  by  land  of  Christian  Gohman 
North  sixty  five  degrees  East  one  hundred  ninety 
perches  and  a  quarter  to  the  Beginning.  Containing 
one  hundred  sixty  acres,  one  hundred  nineteen  parches  and  allowance.  »Jhich 
said  Tract  was  surveyed  in  pursuance  of  two  V/arrants,  one  dated  the  13th  of 
September ,  17 43 ,  &  the  other  dated  the  11th  November,  17.43,  granted  to  the  said 
Jacob  Wetzel  whose  right  to  the  same  by  virtue  of  sundry  conveyances  became 
vested  in  the  said  Henry  Heimbach,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Tract  or  Parcel 
of  Land,  with  the  appurtenances ,  unto  the  said  Henry  Hoimbnch  and  his  Hairs  to 
the  use  of  him  the  said  Henry  Heimbach,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  free  of 
all  Restrictions  and  Reservations,  as  to  Mines,  Royalties,  Quit-rents,  or  othei- 
wise,  excepting  and  reserving  only  the  fifth  part  of  all  Gold  and  Silver  Ore,  for 
the  use  of  this  Commonwealth ,  to  be  delivered  at  the  Pit’s  Mouth,  clear  of  all 


charges. 

In  witness  whereof,  JOHN  COCHRAN  Secretary  of  the  Land-ofltfice  of 
the  said  Commonwealth,  hath  hereto  set  his  Hand, and  the  Seal  of  the  Land-Office 
of  Pennsyl vania  hath  been' her eunto  affixed,  the  THIRTEKTH  day  of  NOVEMBER  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ELEVEN  and  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  the  THIRTY *3 IXTH 


Attest/  Rich.  II.  Crain 

Deputy  Sec»7.  Land  Office, 


WARRANT  No.  93 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Internal  Affairs 
Harrisburg,  Penna. 

Sept.  13,  17^3. 


Pennfylvania ,  ft: 


BY  THE  PROPRIETARIES. 


SEAL 

0? 

THE  PROVINCE 
OP 

PENNSYLVANIA 


7D3EREAS  JACOB  V/ETEEL  of  the  County  of  BUCKS 
hath  requesfted  that  we  would  grant  HU  to 

toice  ONE  HUNDRED  Acres  of  Land . 

Situate  in  UPPER  MILFORD  TOWNSHIP  AD JO U DIG  THE 
LAND  OF  CHRIST  LAN  GAMON . 


in  the  SAID  County  of  BUCKS  for  which  HE 
agrees  to  pay  to  our  Ufa 

. THE  SUM  OF  FIFTEEN  POUNDS  TEN  SHILL  DIGS . 

current  Money  of  this  Province,  for  SAID  ONE  Hundred 

Acres . and  the  yearly  Quit -Rent  of  One  Half-Penny 

Sterling  for  every  Acre  thereof. 

These  are  therefore  to  authorife  and  require  you  to 
furvey  or  caufe  to  be  furveyed  unto  the  fold  JACDB 
WETZEL  at  the  Place  aforefaid,  according  to  the  Method 
of  Townships  appointed,  the  faid  Quantity  of  100  Acres 
if  not  already  furvey *d  or  appropriated,  and  make  your 
fuffioient  Warrant;  which  Survey,  in  cafe  the  faid 
JACOB  WETZEL  fulfill  the  above  Agreement  within  SEC 
Months  from  the  Date  hereof,  fhall  be  valid,  ofcherwife 
void.  GIVEN  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Land- 
Office,  by  Virtue  of  certain  Powers  from  the  faid 
Proprietaries,  at  Philadelphia,  this  THIRTEENTH  Day 
of  SEPTEMBER,  Anno  Domino  17^3* 


To  William  Parfons;  Surveyor  General. 


Geo.  Thcxnas 


**************************** 


Endorsement  on  back:  of  the  original: 


17 ‘u  .  .  .  . 

.Bucks 

Sept.  13th. 

Jacob  7/etzel 

100  A. 

Ret»nd.  12th  Nov. 

lgll 

• 

No.  Ninety 

three . 

Y/ra. 

Bregdale . 

(Copied  from  a  photostat  of  ^he  original,  February 


. 


YORRaNT  No.  69 


C  ousnonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Internal  Affairs 
Harrisburg,  Poona. 

Nov.  10,  I743. 


Pennfyl  vania ,  ff: 


BY  THE  PROPRIETARIES. 


SEAL 

OF 

THE  PROVINCE 
OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 


WHEREAS  JACOB  WETZEL  of  the  County  of  PH TT AD  la 

hath  requefted  that  we  would  grant  HIM  to 
take  up  TWENTY  FIVE  Acrea  of  Land  MORE 
or  LESS,  SITUATE  El  PLUMSTEAD  TOWNSHIP,  AN  ADDITION 
TO  HIS  TRACT . 

. . . .  in  the 

SAID  County  of  PHILADELPHIA  for  which  HE 
agrees  to  pay  to  our  Ufa  AT  THE  RATE  OF  FIFTEEN 
POUNDS  TEN  SHUN -ETCS ,  Current  Money  of  this  Province, 

for  ONE  Hundred  Acres . and  the  yearly  Quit- 

Rent  of  ONE  HALF-PENNY  STXRLETG  for  every  Acre 
thereof. 


These  are  therefore  to  authorlfe  and- require  you  to 
Purvey  or  caufe  to  be  Purvey’d  Into  the  fald  JACOB 
Vi'ETZEL  at  the  Place  aforefuid,  according  to  the  ?Jethod 
of  Townfhipa  appointed,  the  faid  Quantity  of  23  Acres, 
if  not  already  Purvey’d  or  appropriated,  end  make  Return 
thereof  into  the  Secretary’s  Office,  in  for  further 
Confirmation,  for  which  this  fhall  be  your  fufficient 
Warrant;  which  Survey,  in  cafe  the  faid  JACOB  YfETZEL 
fulfill  the  above  Agreement  within  SIX  months  from  the 
Date  hereof,  fhall  be  valid,  otherwlfe  void. 

GIVEN  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Land-Office,  by 
Virtue  of  certain  Powers  from  the  faid  Proprietaries  at 
Philadelphia,  this  TENTH  Day  of  NOVEMBER  Anno 
Dora.-  1743. 

To  William  Panfons,  Surveyor  General.  Geo.  Thomas 


Endorsement  on  back  of  the  original: 

17^3  .  Philadelphia 

Nov.  10th.  Jacob  Y/etzel  23  A. 

Ret’nd.  12th  Nov.  1&L1 

No.  Sixty  nine.  Wm.  Bregdale. 


r 
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SURVEY 

OF 

warrants  no.  69  &  93 


HEREFORD  TOWNSHIP,  BETH'S  COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

1 » 


By  Virtue  of  Tins  Warrants,  one  dated  the  thirteenth,  day  of  September,  17^3, 
and  the  other  dated  the  Eleventh  Day  of  November,  1743,  Reaurvey  the'sight- 
eenth  Day  of  January  1706  unto  Henry  Heimbuch  In  right  of  Jacob  Wetzel  the 
above  described  Tracts  of  Land  Situate  in  Hereford  Township  (then  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  County,  now  in  Berks  )  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and 
119  perchea  and  the  allowance  of  Six  percent. 

The  bearer  agrees  to) 

pay  the  office  foes  )  ’  Henry  Van  dar  Slice 

To  John  Lukens,  Esq. 

Surveyor  General 

Endorsement  on  back  of  the  original: 

Berk3  County.  Henry  Heimback  in  Right  of  Jacob  Wetzel.  l60  A  119. 
Bet»nd.  12th  Nov.  ldll.  D-6-146.  No.  93  Bucks  Co.,  No.  69  Phila.  Co. 


r 


T—r 


■  ■ ' 

W  '•CpRRF.SrOXt)/(:xcE 

Ctt 


^  .  a;  <& 


address 


*  /ry(^ 


*v  *: i'O*', *•:*&**’*+.  ■ 

wyj' 

/¥:  tf°  r~  e^--  '  jmz:  Jb'W- 


4t^M:±u  w  £  <  E?r;  ^  v.X/V 

r~^  *~-  ZzK/s.  oa  *5t'  • 


JHoraJU^  _  tf*> 
<T«*t-»ja--/  ^ 


<tf  V/or\4  .  < 

7u~r  2&<_  “-'FeV 


“‘y,  /~zr.  t?  l.„.  “27 


C3?  ^  « 


COPY  OF  THE  WILL  OF  JOHN  JACOB  WETZEL,  OF  BERKS  COUNTY,  PINNA. 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen . - 

tt  I Jacob  'Wetzel,  in  *the  Township  of  Hereford  and  the  County  of  Berks,  and 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  am  at  present,  thank  God,  still  healthy  and  of  good 
perfect  and  sound  mind,  praise  God,  up  to  this  day  which  Is  the  eighth  day  of 
the  month  of  May  of  the  year  of  Our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  set  forth  and  publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament  In  the  following 
manner : 

“First,  it  la  my  will  and  I  do  ordain  that  my  body  may  be  buried  after  the 
devotion  according  tonthe  Christian  manner  and  order,  by  my  executors 
named  in  this  will. 

“Regarding  my  secular  goods  with  which  I  was  blessed  in  this  life  by  the 
Lord,  I  dispose  and  bequeath  them  in  the  following  way:  First,  I  donate 
and  bequeath  to  my  wife  Maria  my  bed  and  her  clothes  and  a  box  (supposedly 
containing  linen).  Further  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  dear  wife  her  part 
of  kitchen  implements,  namely  a  mortar,  two  iron  pots,  a  pan,  thebellows, 
certain  tin  dishes,  four  tin  plates,  six  tin  spoons,  and  the  tea  and 
wash  set,  and  the  churn. 

“Further,  I  bequeath  to  my  dear  wife  Maria  two  cows  and  one  oxen.  Further 
I  bequeath  to  her  as  her  seat  and  residence  for  use  and  fruition  as  long 
as  she  is  a  widow,  the  piece  of  land  and  hhe  home  as  it  is  situated  right 
now,  where  I  live  at  present.  After  her  death  the  said  piece  of  land  is 
to  come  to  ray  heirs. 

“Furthermore,  ray  dear  wife  named  above  is  to  have  two  appletreee  annually, 
which  she  might  use  on  the  place  of  land  which  I  have  sold  to  Henry 
Heimbach.  Further  it  is  ray  will  and  I  do  so  ordain  that  the  hundred  pounds 
Sterling  which  is  the  amount  of  money  encumbered  on  said  piece  of  land 
which  I  sold  to  said  Henry  Heimbach  are  to  remain  there  under  her  name 
or  be  loanded  to  a  reliable  man.  My  dear  wife  is  to  have  the  3qid  interests 
annually  for  herliving  as  long  as  she  is  a  widow.  After  her  death  the 
hundred  pounds  are  to  be  divided  among  my  heirs. 

“Further,  it  ie  my  will  and  I  do  so  ordain  that  in  the  ease  the  interests 
of  the  hundred  pounds  are  not  sufficient  there  should  be  reserved  so  much 
of  my  remaining  fortune  that  she  may  draw  out  of  it  two  bushels  of  wheat 
and  four  bushels  of  oono  annually. 

“All  the  above  is  my  will  and  shall  stand  in  full  power  and  bo  kept  in¬ 
violably  as  long  as  ray  dear  wife  Maria  is  my  widow.  But  is  case  she  marries 
again,  then  all  the  aforementioned  goods  shall  fall  back  to  ny  heirs,  and 
sheis  to  get  not  more  than  the  portion  of  one  child  out  of  the  remaining 
fortune. 

“Again  I  donate  and  bequeath  to  ray  oldest  son  Jacob  forhis  fo<ir  sons  as 
privilege  against  ray  other  children  five  pounds  and  the  smooth  gun  rifle 
which  to  date  he  already  has,  namely,  the  smooth  gun  rifle,  and  not  more. 

“Further,  ray  youngest  son  Kor.rad  shall  have  as  possession  the  large  Baasler 
(Basle)  Bible  without  being  injured  by  this  is  his  Portion. 


s « 


“Further  it  is  my  will,  and  I  do  so  ordain  herewith  that  a  dowry  is  to  be 
given  out  of  my  remaining  fortune  to  ray  daughter  Marialiee  similar  to  that 
given  ray  daughter  Katarina*  What  and  how  much  she  has  received  is  known 
to  my  heirs. 

rtAgain  it  is  my  will  and  I  do  so  ordain  that  both  ray  daughters  Katarina 
and  Marialise  shall  stand  back  aguinat  their  brothers  in  the  partition, 
each  for  four  pound  -  ton  shillings. 

“Then  it  is  ray  will  and  I  do  so  ordain  that,  after  ray  dear  wife  has  received 
herportion  as  above  mentioned,  and  under  the  abovedescribed  conditions,  and 
after  havlnf  set  aside  the  mentioned  five  pounds  and  the  gun  rifle  for 
my  son  Jacob,  and  the  above  mentioned  dowry  for  ray  daughter  Marialise, 
and  the  great  Bassler  (Basle)  Bible  far  my  son  Konrad,  then  all  ray  children 
ought  to  get  equal  parts.  At  present  there  are  nine  of  ray  children,  namely: 

“Jacob,  Johannes,  Ceorg,  Phillip,  Katarina,  Peter,  Heinrich,  Konrad,  Marialis 

“Furthermore,  it  is  ray  will  that  ray  executors,  named  below,  Bhall  start 
with  my  oldest  son  Jacob  in  giving  to  him  his  full  portion  or  a  part  of 
his  Inheritance  as  soon  as  this  is  available  to  my  executors  named  below. 

And  then  they  shall  give  to  each  of  my  children  the  respective  portion  of 
theinherl tance  according  to  their  age, 

“Further,  I  do  ordain  that  the  reserved  piece  of  land  described  above  shall 

be  freed  as  soon  as  Heinrich  Heimbach  or  his  heirs  .  thair 

piece  of  land  which  he  has  bought  from  me, 

“And  again  I  do  name  and  confirm  ray  dear  wife  Anna  Maria  and  my  3on  Georg 
as  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  and  I  give  them  herewith 
full  power  and  authority  to  divide  my  remaining  fortune  among  ray  heirs 
according  to  their  goodconscience  in  the  order  described  above,  .«ith  this 
presentwrit  I  declare  null  and  voiddall  earlier  testaments  of  mine.  And, 
although  this  my  lust  will  and  testament  is  not  put  in  a  learned  style, 
nevertheless  my  remaining  heirs  will  easily  recognise  In  it  what  my  last 
will  really  is  and  I  hope  to  God  they  will  peacefully  comply  to  it. 

“As  evidence,  I,  the  said  Jacob  Wetzel,  have  put  my  hand  and  seal  to  this  ray 
last  will  and  tBstament,  the  day  and  year  as  mentioned  above,® 

(Signed)  Jacob  Wetzel  /  seal  / 

In  healthy  condition  sealed  and  ) 
declared  as  my  last  will  and  test-) 

ament,  with  me,  the  said  Jacob  ) 

Wetzel,  (Done)  in  our  presence  ) 

David  Strauss  ) 

Georg  Adam  Bortz  ) 

Register’s  Office  at  Reading,  in  Berks  County,  November  the  9th,  17$5»  appeared 
David  Strauss  and  Georg  Adam  Bortz  witnesses  to  the  above  written  will,  and  upon 
their  solemn  oath  did  severally  depose  and  say  that  they  were  present  and  saw 
andheard  Jacob  Wetzel,  the  testator  therein  named,  sign,  seal,  pronounce,  publish 
and  declare  the  foregoing  writing  to  be  his  Last  Will  and  Testament,  and  that  at 
the  time  of  doing  thereof  he  was  of  sound  mind,  memory,  and  understanding  as  they 
verily  believ^  and  that  the  names  of  the  said  deponents,  by  them  respectively 
subscribed  thereto  as  witnesses,  are  of  their  own  handwriting  in  the  presence  of 
each  other  at  the  request  and  in  the  presence  of  the  said  testator. 

Coram  (signed)  Henry  Christ,  Re^l^ter. 


9 /i  quo 
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Church  Record  "A"  |See  Appendix): 


1.  1784 

PETER  H ATZEL 

Cat  hari ne 

^JOHANNES  PETER 
5/12//7/17/1764 

Church 

Record  "B"  (See 

Appendix)  ; 

1.  17  88 

i 

PETER  WETZEL 
Anna  Catharine 

maria  elisabetha 
6/19//7/27/1788 

a.  1769. 

PETER  Y/ETZEL 
Catharine  « 

•CATHARINE  « 

10/19//12/27/1789 

3.  1793 

PETER  WETZEL 
Anna  Catharine 

^AMNA  t LARI  A 

10/27 //I 2/22/1 79 3  ' 

Church  Record  "G"  (£.ee  Appendix): 


1.  1003  Joseph • Fensterwacher  Peter 


c 


CONRaTH  WETZEL 
Margabetha  Strauss 


Frederick  Strauss 
MARIA  ELISABETH  WETZEL 

singl 

Henry  Heimbach 
Catharine 


Jacob  Schneider 
Anna  Maria  Hein,  singl 


C 


Barbara 


PETER  WETZEL 


9/27/10O3//1O/16/18 03  Miss  Palsgraf 


„  \ 


I 


( 
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GENERATION  VII 
CHAPTER  1 

JOHN  JACOB  Y/ ETZEL  of  Berks  County,  Penna. 


JOHN  JACOB  WETZEL  of  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  was  the  immigrant  ancestor  of 
our  branch  of  the  <«etzel  family,  and  was  the  great-groat-great-great  grandfather 
of  our  children,  Jack  and  Jane  Wetzel. 

He  left  his  homeland  in  Germany  near  the  Swiss  border  in  the  Spring  of  1737  to 
make  the  long  and  arduous  trip  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  new  country  of 
America,  where  he  arrived  in  October  of  that  year.  Hia  brother,  Hans  Martin 
etzel,  had  preceded  him  to  America  where  he  had  arrived  with  his  wife  Maria 
Barbara  and  their  three  children,  Hana  Martin,  Jr.,  Nicholas,  and  Katharine 

in  the  Fall  of  1/31.  (Hans  Martin  is  the  ancestor  of  Lewis  Wetzel,  the  exeat' 
Indian  Scout).  ’  ^ 

John  Jacob  ./etzel  and  hio  wife,  Anna  mar  la  arrived  at  the  Port 

of  Philadelphia  on  the  ship  "Charming  Nancy  of  London",  Carles  Stednvan,  Captain. 
After  the  usual  delay  John  Jacob  took  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Fidelity  on 
the  8th  day  of  October,  1737,  and  having  at  last  arrived  in  that  land  of  their 
dreams  free  to  go  as  they  chose,  they  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Hereford 
Township,  Philadelphia  County  (now  Berks  County)  near  the  Junction  of  the  present 
C  '>  counties  of  Berks,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  and  Lehigh.  In  1743,  25  acres  of  land 

were  surveyed  in  Philadelphia  County  for  Jacob  Wetzel  on  November  10. 

John  Jacob  was  a  farmer  and  soon  become  reasonably  well  to  do  for  his  day  and 
t  lme . 

.  He  had  nlne  children,  seven  boys  and  two  girls.  John  Jacob,  the  oldest,  was 

born  in  17^7,  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  the  youngest,  in  1766.  The  names  of  the  others 
were  John,  George,  Philip,  Catharine,  Peter,  Henry,  and  Conrad. 

John  Jacob  was  born  in  1710,  and  died  in  17*5,  leaving  a  Will  written  in  German 
w  ich  is  on  record  on  page  102,  //ill  Book  A,  Reading,  Berks  County,  Penna.  This 
will  was  registered  on  the  9th  of  November,  and  was  made  on  the  8th  of  May  1785, 
It  mentions  his  wife  Maria  (Annamarla)  and  the  children  in  the  order  given ’above.’ 
George  and  his  mother  were  designated  as  executors  of  the  Jill, 

John  Jacob  and  his  sons  Philip.  Henry,  Jacob,  John,  and  Conrad  all  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  .Var.  (John  JacobJr.  was  a  Private,  8th  Class  in  1783,  in  Capt, 

John  Miller »s  Company  (recruited  from  Hereford  Township)  of  the  Berks  County 

?8nPy  aetzeL*  his  30n’  "QS  u  Private  in  Capt.  Jacob  Sweier»s  Company 
>r  Battullon,  Berks  County  Militia,  and  from  October  5»  1784  to  December  5  1784 

he  served  at  .‘/yoming,  Penna.  In  I785  Henry  served  in  Capt.  Michael  Shaffer’s 

Company,  3rd  Battalion  of  the  Northampton  County  Militia  commanded  by  Colonel 
Trexler. 
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i  JACOB  WENZEL  he—  h t^d^of^To nr a^^RTi <^Arih&£-t&)x&Tl?nQ'* 

V '  Z<T^i^o*rf  eMbrt^T?-  28Ul!u-M  a  cti  ng  1  e-'Jbvrti  s  hip^  N  o  r  rdmpt  o  n-  Cbuh  toy. , 

(now  a  part  of  Lehigh)  Pennsylvania.  He  married  Anna  Marie  - - 

about  1752.  Sometime  prior  to  1759  he  settled  on  a  farm  in  Here¬ 
ford  rownjnip,  Berks  County,  Pa.;  where  he  appears  on  the  tax  rolls 
in  1759,  1767,  1768,  1779,  1780,  1781  and  1784.  F)rom  1779  until 
until  1784  ho  was  taxe-d  for  125  acres.  I 


He  died  in  Hereford  Township  in  November,  1785.  His  will  is 
registered  at  Reading,  Pa,  in  Will  Book  A,  Page  102.  It  was  made 
May  8th  1735  and  registered  Nov.  9th  1785.  It  mentions  the  fol¬ 
lowing  survivors: 


Q> 


wife  Anna  Marie 
son  Jacob  (oldest) 
son  John 
son  George 
son  Philip 
dau  Catherine 
son  Peter 
son  HENRY 

son  Conrad  (youngest*)) 
dan  Mary  Elizabeth 


v 


Executors:  wue 
(We  have  a 
written  in  German 


re  Anna  Marie  and  son  Georg® 

Photostatic  oopy  of  the  original  will.  It  i3 
Attached  is  a  copy  of  a  translation . ) 


REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  RECORD  OP  JACOB  WETZEL. 
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Capt.  Jacob  Moser’s  Co.  of  the  5th  Batallion,  later  the  6th 
Regt.  of  the  Pa.  Continental  Line,  was  recruited  from  Berks  Co.  *SV 
Pa.  (see  Berks  County  in  the  Revolution  by  Morton  L.  Montgomery 
Page  117).  The  rolls  of  this  company  contain  the  name  of  Jacob i_/  jfl 
Wetzel.  He  first  enlisted  July  16th  1775and  reinli3ted  July  l6t hl^-f 
1778  for  throe  years.  (See  Pa.  Archives  5th  Series,  Vol.  3,  Pages 
125,138,  142,  and  187. 


(Continued  on  Page  3-A) 
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fha  ^o11  of  Capt.  John  Mlllor'  o  Co.  Hereford  Twp .  Berks  Co. 
Militia  also  contains  the  name  of  Jacob  Wetzel,  8th  Class  in  1733 
(3eo  Pa.  Arohlves  5th  Series,  Vol.  S,  PaKe  248)Jacob  Wetzel,  8th 
Class, ^lso  appears  on  the  roll  of  the  same  company  in  1784.  (See 
Pa.  Arcoives  ith  Series,  VoU  P^e  91).  Ilia  name  does  not  appear, 
however,  ontwo  returns  made  in  1785,  the  first  dated  May  9th  1783 
the  second  dated  Hoy,  3rd  1785.  (See  Pa.  Archives  6th  Series,  Vol*.3 
Page  92).  This  was  the  year  Jacob  Wetzel  Sr.  died. 

thore  ia  no  general  roll  of  Berks  Co.  militia  • 
prior  to  1783  but  it  seems  obvious  that  anian  enrolled  in  1703  would 
have  served  prior  tOiXKX  to  that  time. 

opinion  of  Mrs.  C.  M.  Stelnmetz,  545  Centre  Avo . 
Reading,  Pa.  who  was  recommended  to  us  by  Mr.  Henry  Vi .  Shoemaker, 
State  Archivist  of  Pennsylvania,  as  "an  active  and  thoroughly 
reliable  genealogist  and  historian"  KhaSKXX  that  the  Jacob  Wetzel 
enrollad  in  Capt.  John  Mlllor’ a  Co.  of  militia  was  Jacob  Senior; 
and  that  Jacob, Junior  was  the  one  who  served  in  Capt.  Moser’s  Co. 
(See  oorrspondenoe  attached). 

Mr*  R.W.  Albright |  Acting  Curator  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Berks  County ,  Pa.  informs  ua  that  the  name  Jaoobtfetzel  appears  twice 
in  the  same  list  on  Page  55,  in  tho  index  to  those  who  took  the  Oath 
of  Allegiance  in  Berks  Co.  Uia  letter  together  with  Certlf lost e sof 
Oath  of  Allegiance  is  attached,  as  the  names  appear  on  the  same 
page  the  Certificates  are  identical. 
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Since  the  date  of  the  above  correspondence  we  have  found 
reference  in  the  Archives.  In  the  5th  Series,  Vol.  5,  Pago 
la  ohown  a  "Payroll  of  Capt.  Daniel  Roiff's^of  the  7th  and  8th 
Classes  of  Darks  Co.  Militia  now  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  commanded  by  Col.  Jacob  Weaver,  Esq." 
which  contains  the  following  entry: 


another 

271 


dated  Teb.  6th  1778 


0 


#28  Jacob  Detzel  Time  of  Entry  Deo.  11th  1777 

On  Page  276  is  a  roll  of  the  same  company  ohowing  the  amount 
of  pay  drawn  by  each  whioh  contains  the  following  entry: 

d520  Jaoob  Detzel  5pounds„  6shillings,  0  pence,  mileage  5  a 

This  roll  is  dated  Camp  Buck  Feb.  6th  1778. 


7/e  have  examined  the  indices  of  the  various  series  of  the 
Archives  and  this  is  the  only  reference  to  any  Detzel  whatsoever 
Thero  is  one  other  reference  to  a  George  Detzell,  5th  Series,  Vol.  4 
Page  185. 


(Continued  on  Page  3-A) 
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nl!hr*i  r  peat'  that  oi  the  thousands  of  names  Indexed 
the  name  Detrel  occurs  only  once.  "Pennsylvania  Oerman  Pioneers" 
by  atrassberger-hinke  has  no  rofsrenoe  to  any  Detzela,  nor  has 


Note*  and  Queries" 


It  1 s  our 
name  Wetzel. 

and  the  Qeorge  Detzell  13  really  George  Wetzel,  third  oon  or 

J  Q  CO  u 


firm,  oohviotion  that  this  ie  a  misspelling  of  the 
The  Jacob  Detzel  referred  to  is  really  Jacob  V/e tael. 


not©  also  that  this  reference  applies  to  th©  7th  and 
8th  Classes.  Jacob  Wetzel  belonged  to  the  8th  Class. 


(From  Paul '  a  letter  of  July  20,  1947) 


"According  to*  Berks  County  in  the  Revolution'  by  t.ontgouiery  the 
3a tallion  commanded  by  Col.  Jacob  Weaver  of  wldch  Capt.  Daniel 
Rief  s  Company  was  a  part,  was  mustered  in  on  December  13,  1777 
and  w^s  engaged  in  the  service  for  sixty  days  in  the  .'Schuylkill* 
Valley  be}r"een  Valley  Forge  and  Germantown.  (Pae-e  1683). 

The  payroll  in  which  the  name  Jacob  Detzel  (Wetzel)  appears 
showed  him  mustered  in  on  December  11,  1777,  and  paid  up  to 
February  6,  1778,  (Penna.  Archives,  Series  5,  Volume  V  pg  273f276) 

This  can  mean  only  one  thing,  namely,  that  Jacob,  our 
ancestor,  served  at  Valley  Forge  with  ’Washington  in  the* traffic 
Winter  of  1777-1778,  where  the  ".Veil's  ill  shod  feet  left  bloody 
marks  in  the  snow." 
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The  Historical  Society  of  Berks  County 

Office,  Library  and  Museum  in  the  Society’s  Building 
940  Centre  Avenue,  Reading,  Pa. 

Quarterly  Magazine—' The  Histmical  Review  of  Berks  County 


September  9,  1944 


TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 


liDra^1of1?h»°H?eftlf7'  that  contEined  in  the 
library  of  The  Historical  Society  of  perks 

County,  there  is  the  original  Oath  nf  / t 1 

Book  D  Volume  1,  contain^  t£e nlLf  o^SSSe 

FidefitvCr  a°  thS  °ath  0f  ^egiance  and 

1777U  y’  paSSed  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 


Jaeob^VfiPjo?  cont6ined  therein  is  the  name..of 
the  Oath  of  A??flP?ee  55  of  said  book>  who  took 
Samuel  Elyf  AUe61anoe  on  June  2>  1778  before 

t 

„0+  JCn„atJ”t?tion  whereof,  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  end  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said 

davtof1Se1tS°hiety«°f  Berks  County>  this  ninth 
aay  of  September,  A.  EL.  1944. 


Secretary 
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Daniel  Riff,  Captain, 


/r 


4*‘. 


A  , 


c  : 


*  Leut.  Daniel  Limebah. 

Leut.  John  Betz. 

Ensn.-  Joseph  Delplain. 

1  Serg.  Peter  Gregory 
.  2  Serg.  John  Kino. 

3 .Serg*  John  Stout* 

2  Serg.  Samuel  llellon  Corooral 
•  •  Drum 

fife r 

:  ^  *•  Ca  ah e  r  Boo  che  r 

:"|v  2.  James  Humble  ton 
v; 3 .  John  Everhard 
4«  Leonard  Gerber-  (  crooned  out  ) 

5.  'Henry  Marstcller 

6.  George  Dine 
7*  Henry  Soup 

;  A  V  Leonard  Hay 
‘ 9 • « : Val entine  Gruber  • 

<h:.^V'klO* Conrad  Shoup 
fflfS lr-iu chai  Hofr  1  */ *  * 

*  aaac  Geyman  '*'■'. 

13;*  Jo  seph  3e  ibert  ’*•  '  • 
v  *A?L4t*Jajae8  Richard 

i  *  i  *  • .  • 

» 

r 

.  8  Clans  1.  John  Leale 

2.  John  Jacob  Long 

3.  Baltzer  Zweycr 

4.  Henry  Gilbert 

5.  Jameo  Smith 
6*  Anthony  Dougtery 

7.  Henry  Yaxhiner 

8.  Jacob  Hiller 

9.  George  Rough 

10  Manus  Shenck 

11  Adan  Sibert 
12-?  Jacob  V.'e  tzel 


1 »: 
t  * 
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12/1777  to  1/1778  in  cainp  30^  miles  beldw  Reading  .1JV' 


•rtf.- 


v.  ,:Ahr 

l5y  » 


12/11/1777  to  2/6/1778 

jc>V 


- 1 


JSL 


4  •<,*  **,•  v  •  k.-*  ;  w* <  t*/  •  V,  .,r  u  VJ’i- 

»  .  -  •  ».r  l  *  i .  v  .<  •  '  •  J  v  •,  T.  -  -i*  tfyU  • 

•  I  •  •  1 V  *  * .  ■  .  •  V  '  -  ♦  .  1 i*** ~ *  *  m  nr'  >.*  **■±•^1*  * 

,  5  •  •  •  ./  .  v  rX>;>* 

’Tv  ••  •••  '  ‘ 

. . f-  •  v  vV-*- 
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.V '-A. 

•  c*v,iv 

•  -e ji 4  '•  •;  v . 

*  u*1  *  ■ 

.  u  .  :  ■  . 

.  *t  •%  V  K  .  ;  > 

W  •  C',  >...*•  ? 


i-. 


r,.V, >' 

t-t^v 


7th.  Class  Substitutes. 

13  SamueJL  Mellon 

14  Thon?  Channell 


.  K  4 


.  II 


v  *  id‘ 

I  *.|  I  , 

•*  V>| 
*ViN  .• »;  • 

•  •  {  \y  •. 


^  i-' .  • 
«>»•  **  * 

•  hi  r- 

• t  ? »* . 


•^10  > 


r.  v  ‘  v  V . . 
•  *  «•**  .  • 


i  •  •  ^ 
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On  back  oi*  olieet  -  Tomaa  Lanoaoler 


Jacob  7th:tzel  at  valley  forge  with  geo.  Washington i 


'  4> 


,ii  • :  ■  • 

L;V  •  . 
1  • 


’‘iv1 


Y$£r 

'’According  to  TBerk3  County  in  the  Revolution'  by  Wontgorrary,  ’J'Vfc. 
the  Ba tall ion  commanded  by  Col.  Jacob  Weaver  of  which  Capt. 

Daniel  Riff's  Company  was  a  part,  was  mustered  in  on  December 
13,  1777,  and  was  engaged  in  the  service  for  sixty  days  in  the  v* 
Schuylkil  Valley  between  Valley  Forge  and  Germantown.  (Page  168d) 
MThe  payroll  in  which  the  name  Jacob  Detzel  (Wetzel)  appears 
showad  him. mustered  in  on*  December  11,  1777  and  paid  up  to 
February  6,  1778.  (Penna  Archives,  Series  5,  Vol.  V,  pg  273,  276. " 


C 


*  k  • 

N 

\ 


Fro m  Pan  1  We  tz e l  1  a  •  t  p  t:  t,a  r 
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Hereford 

* 

•In  Philadelphia  County  -  l6£2  to  1752; 
.  •  Berks  County  -  1752  to  present 


John  j  ol  (1716) -1735 

Original  Immigrant  Settler. 

•  '  ...O  ' 

'  "  *  -  *  '-•L  V~  /  -  .  >> 


•s* 


;  1737.10  /i 
17^3.  9/i3 

1743,  11/10 
1746 


•  •  v:/-  175^ 

“  1759 


-  *  ft. 


•;i  1767 
176^ 


.  1777.  12/11 


.  1  -V  •/•y.  V : : 


» »  »  I  f  •  * 

.m. ;  ? 

W®  ixni,  2/(, 

■ZW&Y'irtA,  2/6 


•  r"  > 


•r;:.  .  177 A,  2/6 

i 

«*  • 

1  !  1779 

V-  17  AO 

1791 

■1793  , 

.  1794,  4/19 
•  .  ' 1794 

.•••.1795.  11/ 


Arrived  at  Philadelphia  on  the  "Charming  Haney",  Charles  Steadman,  Copt. 
«Varrant  lor  SuT7ey  of  100  acres  in  Bucks  County  S3v24pl7 

»/arrant  for  Survey  of  25  Acres  in  Philadelphia  County.  S3V24p55 

Married  drum  '*  about  this  time 

Listed  as  married  taxable  (Montgomery « 3  Berks  County,  Ylpl2)  \  •* 

t  *  *  . 

Tax  £.0.0 


110. Acres  3  horses  3  cows  4  sheep  Tax  4.0.0 
120  Acres  3  0  3  f  4  u  «  5. 0.0 


S3Vl£ 

S3vi£p65 

»  131 


Enlisted  as  a  Private  in  Captain  Daniel  Reiff»3  Company  of  Oley 
)  Township  of  the  7th  and  £th  Classes  of  Borlm  County  Militia  in  the 
^service  of  the  United  States  comnanded  by  Col.  Jacob  V'/eavor,  Esq.S5V5p27l 


S5V5p271 


,  1 

Jacob  *Detzel  appears  on  the  payroll  of  the  bbova  company. 

Jacob  *Detzel  received  5  pounds  5  shillings  and  mileage 
allowance  of  5  shillings  at  Camp  Buck  3^V^p2.jS 

Took  Oath  of  Allegiance  &  Fidelity  before  Samuel  Ely.  Bk.D,  VI  p55** 


125  Acres  2  horse®  9  cows 

it  a  11  11  3  ft 

•1  it  ‘t  i»  it  u 


Tax  1370 
"  13.12.6 

^_4  .  .  „  -  •  4  3/17/0 

Private  8th..Cl,*Capt  John  Millers  Co.,  Hereford  Twrp.  Militia 

•t  it  11  it  11  11  tt  11  it  a 


S3Vl£p229 

11  JI2 

50C 

S5V5p24£'* 

S6v3p9o-9 

S3Vl£p621 


125. Acres  2, horses  3'COws  „  3  sheep  _  ^  ^  ^ 

Jacob  Wetzel  died  in  Hereford  Twp.  Will  recorded  at  Reading  on  page  102 
>7111  book  A.  ./ill  made  5/^/l7^5«  Registered  11/9/1785. 

Mentions : 


V/ife  Anna  Maria 

son  -  Jacob  (oldest) 

son  -  John 

son  -  George 

son  -  Philip 

dad  -  Catharine 

son  -  Peter  x 

son  -  Henry 

son  -  Conrad 

duu  -  Miry  Elizabeth 


17*17- 
(1754)- 
(176*0- 
1751  -1326 
(17*19)- 
(1756)-1626 
1762  -1350 
(1766)- 
(1756)- 


Executors  vers  wife  Anna  Maria  and  son  George.  7/lt:  Davis  Straus3  8. 
George  Adam  Bortz. 

No  Pension  Record  in  Washington,  D.  C. 


•  V  Z*  •» 
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*  Confirmed  as  Jacob  V/etzel  by  Mrs.  Steinmetz  from  original  rolls  of  this  Company  on 
^  "C116  iQ  Readln^‘  Concurred  to  by  Henry  Shoemaker,  Peana.  StatV  Archivist . 

Library  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Dorks  County,  Beading,  Penna. 
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.p 

Macungie 

¥ 


In  Bucks  County,  l6<42  to  1752; 

In  Northampton  County,  1752  to  1&L2; 
In  Lehigh  County,  lf$12  to  present. 


- 

h*  o  u  ux*  w  u  0  zei  (1756)-i&6  - 

eon  of  Jacob  Jlatzel  (1716)i^i 

•  •  .  I  $  • 


•17*5 

<  l7«5/5/l0 


U.i  . 
1  <«  '>4  » 

f--.* 


■;  17^6 

•’  •  ;p-  . 

v  • 

:fT>  fijii 


Listed,  as  having  2  cows 


'  •  /,  O 


I  (k.  •  " 


Private  4-th  Class,  1st  Co,  3rd  Btn,  in  Macungie  Twp., 
commanded  by  Col.  Trexler,  Capt.  Michael  Sheffar,  Com.  w. 

"  .1  *»  •. 


Had  47  Acres,  1  harae,  2  cows 


Had  1  horse  2  cows 


L' 


SJ719p/c 

S6V3P733 

33V19p^> 

S3V19P.*- 


C  *  , .  ■/  . 


1794  Migrated  to  Northumberland  County  with  brothers  Philip  and 

Henry,  and  bot  (ll/ll/l794-)  with  brother  Henry  of  Uacungie 
Twp,,  60  Acres  in  Penn  Twp.,  Northumberland  Co.,  from  Geo  Bub 
and  wife  Margaret,  adjoining  lands  of  Andrew  Berger,  Martin 
2G&£  Traster,  Peter  Zdrwen,  John  Kest  er  and  John  Bishop. 

1  $26  Died  in  Union  Township,  Ur.ian  County. 


Children: 


Joseph  179^-1^7  had  9  children(Union 
Peter  ) 

George  )  werit  to  ’,Va^T10  Go-» 

Anna  Mary,  m  Peter  Dewalt,  7/ayne  Co., 


Twp.,  Union  Co.) 
Ohio. 
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N.  MANCHESTER, 
INDIANA  46962 


